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Before you read this guide, you will probably want to know a little about me. 

 

I specialise in contentious probate matters and have experience advising clients 

on a broad range of estate disputes. I have written several contentious probate 

articles which elaborate on the information in this guide: you can read them on 

our website. 

 

The reason I wrote this guide is because many people want to know about 

contentious probate but do not know what to ask or where to go for reliable 

information. That is where I can help: this report is for you. 

 

If you need contentious probate advice, please telephone 0118 958 9711 and ask 

for me. 

 

If you would like to have a meeting, then I can offer you a £95 fixed fee one-

hour telephone or video call meeting at a time that suits you. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A Guide To Contentious Probate 
 

 

What is contentious probate? 

 

Contentious probate is when there is a dispute about a deceased’s estate. This may be 

a dispute about the validity of the will, how the executors are acting, how the assets 

are to be distributed, or many other related issues. 

 

 

What are the grounds for contesting a will? 

 

There are a number of grounds for contesting a will. One such ground is contesting a 

will on the basis that the deceased did not have the mental capacity to make the will. 

Another common ground is that the deceased was unduly influenced to make a will 

against his/her wishes. There are many other grounds and there is also the Inheritance 

(Provision for Family and Dependants) Act 1975 (“IPFDA”) which allows claims to 

be brought on the basis of insufficient provision under a will. 

 

 

Are there any deadlines for contesting a will? 

 

Under the IPFDA there is a 6-month time limit on bringing a claim from the date of 

the Grant of Probate. For probate claims there is no such deadline, but it is extremely 

important to act fast for various reasons. 

 

 

Can I contest probate if there was not a will? 

 

Yes, it is possible to contest probate if there was no will. When someone dies without 

a will the ancient laws of intestacy apply. These set out who can inherit from the 

estate. However, it may be possible to make a claim under the IPFDA. 

 

 

Is it hard to contest a will? 

 

It depends; the challenges should not be underestimated but the most important thing 

is to get expert advice on what your chances of success are.  

 

 

Contesting a will after the estate has been distributed – can it be done? 

 

It is possible to contest a will after an estate has been distributed but it is difficult. 

Acting fast and getting proper professional advice at the outset is essential. 


